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Former High
Court judge
Michael Kirby
reflects on a
stellar career in
which he rose to
the very top of
the legal ladder

TROY BRAMSTON

SENIOR WRITER

chnelKicy bas
peverbeen short
forvwords Asn
barristes
nd advocate for
human rights, e has veda hfe
gedin the battle ofideas.
Known as “the great dissenter
whilea High Court judge (1996-
2009), he hasnever been far from
controversy. Hisspeeches and
essays outpace any other former
High Courtjudge. Yet heis hard to
categarise:a constitutional
monarchist whase Christian faith
hehaldstofastyetalsoa
progressive, aliberalanda
reformer
‘Acollection of his speech
writings have been collated in
‘magnificent new book by Paul
Vout. It provides an
autobiographical lens into his life
journey. While Kirby livesin the
‘Ppublicspotlight. much of his life
asagay manwith partner Johan
van Vioten was hidden.
irby writes movingly of their
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other people whose values are
different in Australiaat th
oment, b

for hatred of Jews

oheworkdotauly
multicubturalsodety

‘partiamentrefcrondum falied.
Doyou think constitutional
recognition should be revisited?
Well.in due course, some form of
. | think citizens,

iaprose and the Idigunous
pxu‘\h speak in poetry. They

d they were
2 a symbol
Ao looking back ot Caapity
thatit didn't harden uptoa much
‘more specificstaten
Australians would
aspecificinstitution and a specific
statement that was defensive and
protective of First Nations people.
Weshowed that when Australians
in thebiggest vote we've ever had
voted in favour of permitting the
federal parliament to make laws
for First Nations people.

Oneof the things that's always
Buzzied me sbout you, Michacl,
ty0u don't support a
repubiic. Doyou remaina
constitutional monarchist?
‘Whoknows what the future will
Hold. The poor old Americans
inherited the British constitution
in1776and we inheritedthe
British constitution from about
1830 and by that time the British
had gottothe point that the
monarch wastold, “you reign, you
donotrule”. Andthisisa curious
thing, Mr Chifley saidit's ahandy
constitutional fiction. We
mhemn) that systemanda
ary office s abit strange, |
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st e i
surrounded by piles of papers and nwnm faith (Anglicanis
bookson his busy desk. floor an become moreimportant sy
jam-packedinto shelves. There tolder?
aremementos,awards, gifts and That was where  wasbrought up,
photos. Heregularly brings inthebeautiful language ofthe
flowerstobrightenup theoffice. Book of Common Prayer. s 1
Wespoke about his ifeand still hangon tothat.Johan, my
mﬂlm parmner, is very opposed toit. He
¢ says, They've been oppressing
lictofreedom M gaysand others for centuries,
multiculturalism, andthe they'restill doingt, and t's
importance of faith. astonishing that you are still
adherent.” But{ just feel, abitlike
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have taken: struck by how it's both life-
MICHAELKIRBY: Yes | affirming and positive and
expected in high school that I wonderful, but also
would gointopoliticsand heartbreaking in that he paid a
become prime minister of price for your successwith hislife
Australia And mybrothers hidden.
havealayssaid Weall mu;;;:;mammmm
me prime y. Within three weeks of
ministerbut wehad tosettle meetiog wee alkingabout 1965,
with the High Court.” But then hecame o our family home and to
reaisedthatfthat hadbeen Sunday dinnerand he camethen
one, itwould havebeena during the whole fetime ofmy
reguirement that I don't parents, my siblingsandmy
ty;inwhich grandmother,and everyone loved
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