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As the title for the book suggests, it 
is a republication of a text printed 
40 years earlier with two additional 
essays.

The original publication of Fiduciary 
Obligations in 1977 is often 
referred to as a ‘classic text’. This is 

reinforced by the many occasions 
that the publication has been cited as 
authority, including in judgments of 
the High Court. 

The republication of this book 
includes two additional chapters. The 
first (chapter 25) is an incorporation 
of an essay published in 1989 with 
the title The Fiduciary Principle. The 
second addition (Chapter 26) is an 
article titled Fiduciary Reflections, 
which was published by the author in 
the Australian Law Journal in 2014.

The text also includes an invaluable 
foreword written by a former Chief 
Justice of the High Court, Sir 
Anthony Mason and an introductory 
comment by the author, Professor 
Paul Finn.

In his foreword, Sir Anthony Mason 
refers to the original publication of 
Fiduciary Obligations enjoying “the 
extraordinary distinction of being 
the book most frequently stolen 
from the Squire Law Library in 
Cambridge”.

 This publication on fiduciary 
obligations has stood the test of time. 
It has been relied upon by many 
lawyers and is seen as being the first 
reference to be reviewed when there 
is an issue or uncertainty concerning 
fiduciary obligations.

On receiving the book for review 
I immediately went to the chapter 
on Conflict of Interest and Duty to 
refresh my memory in relation to an 
issue in practice as how a trustee may 
or may not act.

This book achieves the original 
purpose that Professor Finn 
originally set out to achieve — “to fill 
a gap in the writing in Equity” (as 
relating to fiduciary obligations). 
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The new chapters highlight the 
developments in the area of the law 
since the original publication.

I recommend the book to all legal 
practitioners. It was a privilege to 
review and receive an early copy of 
this publication. I expect like the 
original edition, this book will be 
much sought after.

David Toole
BRADLEY ALLEN LOVE LAWYERS


