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RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
This is another excellent publication by The Federation Press which has recently released a 
number of exceptional publications.   

Paul Finn, Fiduciary Obligations, (The Federation Press, 2016) 
This is, in one sense, a second edition of Paul Finn’s seminal work on fiduciary obligations.  It is 
a republication of the first edition (which has been out of print for many years) together with two 
subsequent works by the author.  After the publication of the first edition a number of important 
events occurred.  They included the reshaping of equitable obligations by the High Court since 
the late 1980s and the dramatic increase in civil litigation in Australia and in other common law 
countries against Banks, agents of various kinds including commercial agents, franchisors and 
franchisees, insurance brokers, financial advisors, joint venturers and company directors.  All of 
this provided fertile ground for the growth and development of the principles surrounding 
fiduciary obligations and, although they have developed or spread at a pace, the underlying 
principles have remained constant.  Moreover, the strictness of the fiduciary obligations has 
remained persistent but its scope has been rightly expanded to touch new and important arears.   

In 1989 Paul Finn published the second of his major works, being “The Fiduciary Principle”.  
This work was very popular in Canada but was less well known here in Australia.  It was 
published in a collection of works in Equity, Fiduciaries and Trust (1989), T Youdan (ed).  This 
essay is also included in this second iteration of Fiduciary Obligations.  Its main point was to 
identify the standards of conduct of a person who owed a fiduciary obligation. 

The second additional piece in the new version of Fiduciary Obligations is the work entitled 
“Fiduciary Reflections” which was published in 2014.  In that, Finn reflected on the apparent 
departure by first instance and intermediate Courts of Appeal from the guidance given by the 
High Court in the 1980s.  He expresses concern as to the absence of the emergence of a single 
unifying principle and the failure of the Courts to impose fiduciary like obligations on public 
officials.  The former he sees, as a potential threat to the longevity of the fiduciary principle. 

This is a most interesting accumulation of the essential writings on the law of fiduciary 
obligations.  No doubt, it too will sell out and cease publication, much to the annoyance of future 
law students, scholars and practitioners. 

This work can be purchased online from The Federation Press website which can be accessed 
by clicking here. 

 
APPEALS 
No appeals have been brought in respect of cases previously noted in the Queensland Law 
Reporter. 

R M Derrington QC 

Editor: Queensland Reports 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.federationpress.com.au/bookstore/book.asp?isbn=9781760020774

