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Music and the Law

P MacFarlane, 
P Kontoleon 
FEDERATION 
PRESS

RRP $59.95

Music and the Law by Peter 
MacFarlane and Paraskevi Kontoleon 
provides a concise overview of the 
relationship between law and the 
music industry in Australia. The 
book provides an insight into legal 
principles of contracts, recording and 
distribution, copyright and licensing 
sound recording. The language 
is simple and easy to understand 
without previous knowledge of the 
law or the music industry. 

Music and the Law would assist both 
law and music students in providing 
a basic guide to the interaction 
of the legal system and the music 
industry. The book will primarily 
interest those seeking to understand 
the main concepts of how the law 
can be used to protect artists and 
musicians, specifically in fields such 
as intellectual property, moral rights, 
contracts (focusing on contracts for 
recording and live performance) and 
alternate dispute resolution.

Musicians seeking to understand 
legal obligations and ramifications 

when recording, distributing, 
publishing and performing music 
in Australia will find this book a 
firm basis for understanding the 
challenges they may face and the 
protections they can employ.

In contrast, legal practitioners may 
be inclined to skip the foundational 
chapters. However, the book still 
contains valuable information for 
practitioners and students regarding 
the application of law to the field of 
music. Whilst in-depth analysis is 
limited by the broad target audience, 
the book provides beneficial 
summaries of case law and recent 
commentary. The book can act as 
a useful starting point for further 
research.

The books layout is logical, allowing 
readers to build an understanding 
as they read. Chapter 7, titled The 
Death and Rebirth of Live Music 
in Australia provides unique 
historical context of the legal issues 
surrounding the live music industry 
and how the industry has shaped 
the subsequent law. Chapter 9, 
titled Industry Perspectives, is a 
compilation of interesting insights 
from participants in the industry, 
sharing commentary, stories and 
advice on how past musicians 
navigated the legal complexities they 
experienced during their careers.

Peter Hoolihan
GRIFFIN LEGAL

Real estate escapes: 
True tales of getting 
out of contracts, 
leases, prosecutions 
and legal liability

Tim O’Dwyer 
FOR PITY SAKE

RRP $24.99

The refrain that ran through my head 
as I read this remarkably entertaining 
and informative book was: They 
asked for what? Tim O’Dwyer has, 
over his many years in practise, dealt 
with many remorseful clients who 
bought on a whim, were seduced 
by mere puffery, acted rashly at 
auctions, or found themselves in such 
tricky circumstance that completing 
an expensive unit purchase was out 
of the question.

In a light hearted series of short, 
illuminating stories (45 in total), Tim 
takes you to the heart of the personal 
drama of rescuing clients. As with all 
good stories there is a moral at the 
end of each tale. These are not fairy 
stories however, and the morals take 
every property lawyer straight to 
their nightmares, bringing to mind 
the seemingly impossible hurdles set 


